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NOTES  ON    HYDATID   DISEASE  IN 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Hydatid  disease  is  one  of  those  ailments 
which  may  be  studied  in  Australia  more 
practically  than  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
obtain  the  number  of  cases  of  hydatid 
disease  occurring  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  colony,  so  I  am  compelled  to  limit  my 
observations  to  those  which  have  had  a 
fatal  termination. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  number 
of  cases  which  terminated  fatally  in  each 
colony,  may  be  of  interest : — 


Year. 

N.S.W. 

Vic. 

S.A. 

Q'lnd. 

Tasm. 

N.Z. 

1880 

48 

1 

1 

9 

1881 

48 

2 

1 

3 

1882 

12 

58 

12 

3 

4 

7 

1883 

10 

56 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1884 

20 

59 

13 

8 

6 

3 

1885 

28 

47 

5 

3 

2 

3 

1886 

23 

51 

18 

0 

2 

4 

1887 

27 

51 

9 

1 

3 

3 

1888 

22 

53 

13 

0 

2 

5 

1889 

24 

61 

11 

3 

5 

2 

1890 

35 

53 

8 

2 

0 

3 

1891 

33 

58 

12 

3 

3 

3 

1892 

33 

63 

12 

0 

8 

13 

1893 

49 

65 

8 

In  Western  Australia  there  was  1  death  in  1888,  but 
none  in  the  other  years. 

Tbe  statistics  which  I  am  about  to  quote 
are  for  the  years  1890-91-92,  and  the  popu- 
lations those  of  the  census  of  1891. 

The  population  of  New  South  Wales  was 
(excluding  Aborigines  and  half-castes) 
1,123,954.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  (in  the  three-year  period) 
was  44,914;  while  tbe  fatal  cases  of  hyda- 
tid disease  numbered  101.  Hydatid  disease, 
therefore,  caused  one  death  in  every  444. 


The   deaths   occurred   in    tbe  following 

districts  : — 


District. 
Sydney  Hospital 
St.  Vincent's  Hospital 
Fitzroy  Ward 
Denison  Ward 


Sydney  (City)- 
Males. 


Females.  Total. 


Total 


Suburban  Districts. 


District.  Males. 

Prince  Alfred  Hospital. .  13 

North  Shore  Hospital  . .  1 

Lewisham  Hospital  . .  1 
Glebe  Children's  Hospital  1 

PaddiDgton       . .        . .  2 

Balmain           . .       . .  1 

Rockdale          . .       . .  1 
Leichhardt       . . 
Waterloo 
Bur-wood 
North  Sydney 


Females. 
3 
1 


Total 


21 


1 
I 

2 

9 


District. 

Lismore 
Maclean  (Hospital) 
Inverell  . . 
Glon  Innes 
Armidale  . . 

Tamworth        .  • 
Manilla 


Country  Districts. 

Males.  Females. 
..      -  1 


7 
2 

4 

i. 

14 


Total. 
16 

2 

1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


30 


To 


al. 


l 


4- 


Among  females  the  order  was 


Liver  ...  29 
Brain  ...  1 
Abdominal  Cav.  I 
Liver  and  Spleen  1 
Liver  and  Peri- 
cardium... 1 


Lung     ...        ...  3 

Uterus  ...        ...  1 

Liver  and  Lung  1 
Liver  and  Pleura  1 
Liver  and  Intes- 
tines          ...  1 
Unspecified       10    Total    50 

For  both  sexes  the  order  was  as  follows  : — 

Liver       ...       51  Brain    ...        ...  7 

7  Abdom.  Cavity  3 

2  Liver  and  Brain  2 

1  Liver  and  Spleen  1 

Liver  and  Pleura  1 

1  Liver  &  Intestines  1 

1  Unspecified      ...  23 

Of  these  cases  one  male  and  six  females 
died  after  operation.  It  may  also  be  stated 
that  many  of  these  persons  had  disease  of 
other  organs  in  addition  to  the  hydatids. 

Season  of  the  Year. — The  deaths  were 
recorded  in  the  months  as  follows  : — 


Lung 

Liver  and  Lung 
Pericardium 
Liver  and  Peri- 
cardium 
Uterus 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

J  anuary 

2 



5 

7 

February 

7 

3 

10 

March 

3 

2 

5 

April 
May 

4 

3 

7 

4 

3 

17 

J  une 

4 

7 

1 

July   

7 

2 

9 

August 

2 

1 

3 

September 

2 

7 

19 

Ootober 

6 

4 

0 

November 

4 

3 

7 

December 

6 

10 

16 

is  met  with 
of  the  Great 
supplied  with 
having  their 
Of  57  deaths 


The  season  of  the  year  appears  to  have 
little,  if  any,  influence  upon  the  mortality 
rate  of  the  disease.  Nor  are  meteorological 
conditions  important  factors  in  its  production. 

Summary. — Hydatid  disease 
chiefly  on  the  western  slopes 
Dividing  Range  or  in  districts 
water  from  rivers  and  creeks 
origin  in  the  western  slopes, 
occurring  outside  the  metropolitan  area 
(Sydney  and  suburbs),  no  less  than  43  were 
in  districts  so  situated.  Of  the  towns  receiv- 
ing water  from  the  eastern  slopes  (excluding 
the  Metropolis),  there  were  13  deaths,  while 
the  remaining  one  occurred  at  Mil  pari nka,  in 
the  extreme  north-west  of  the  colony.  In  the 
metropolis  44  deaths  occurred,  of  which  no 
less  than  30  are  reported  from  the  various 
hospitals  of  the  city  and  suburbs. 


The  mean  age  at  death  is  a  little  over  33 
years.  The  disease  is  slightly  more  preva- 
lent among  f  imales  than  males. 

The  most  fatal  age-groups  are :  males  5-10 
years,  35-40  years ;  females,  45-50  years. 
Prom  ages  30  to  45  the  curves  (see  chart) 
for  both  sexes  are  coincident. 

Farmers  and  bush-hands  are  the  principal 
occupations  of  those  who  succumb  to  hydatid 
disease. 

The  liver  is  almost  invariably  the  seat  of 
the  disease,  but  in  many  cases  other  organs, 
stich  as  the  brain  and  lung,  are  affected  either 
primarily  or  secondarily. 

Meteorological  conditions  do  not  appear  to 
influence  the  rate  of  mortality  from  the 
disease. 


APPENDIX. 

Statistics  of  Deaths  from  Hydatid  Disease  in 
N.S.W.  in  1893. 

Males.    Females.  Total. 


•Sydney   

G 

1 

7 

*Suburbs 

6 

6 

12 

Parramatta  .  . 

0 

I 

I 

*Brewarrina  (Hospital) 

«1 

0 

1 

*Albury 

3 

2 

5 

Moss  Vale 

1 

0 

1 

Corowa 

1 

0 

1 

Goulburn 

I 

0 

I 

*Nimitybelle          .  . 

1 

0 

1 

•Tamworth  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

*Tam worth  (Hospital) 

1 

I 

2 

Cootamundra 

1 

I 

2 

Broken  Hill 

2 

I 

3 

*Dubbo                 .  . 

1 

0 

1 

*Forbes                .  . 

1 

0 

1 

*Newiastle  (Hospital) 

1 

0 

1 

*Young  (Hospital)  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Narrandera  (Hospital) 

1 

0 

1 

Bourke  (Hospital) 

1 

0 

1 

*Muclgee 

0 

2 

2 

*Orange 

0 

1 

I 

Greta   

0 

1 

1 

*Armidale            .  . 

0 

1 

1 

*Hay  (Hospital)    .  . 

0 

1 

1 

*In  these  Districts  deaths  from 

the  Disease  are 

recorded  during  1890 

-92. 

Parts  of  body  Affected  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Liver 

18 

8 

26 

Abdomen    .  . 

2 

5 

Lung 

i 

0 

Brain 

1 

1 

Liver  and  Lung    .  . 

1 

I 

Liver  and  Kidney 

1 

0 

Intestines            .  . 

1 

0 

Pleura 

0 

1 

Hip 

0 

1 

Unspecified          .  . 

3 

1 

Total  number  of  Deaths  from  Hydatid  Disease 
N.S.W.  49. 


